Braithwaite Residents Association
Minutes of Meeting held on the 16th May 2006
Present: Nicola Newton, Anita Pailing, Sarah Park, John Heston, Jacky Bennison.

Apologies: Matt Fryer, Carol Lever
1. Environmental Day 30th April
The environmental day was a huge success with an estimated 300 people attending.

The following points were raised: 

· Next year will follow a new theme (to be decided)
· Stickers will be produced for any future litter picks, to be given in exchange for bags of rubbish.

· St Johns Ambulance will be invited

· The ice cream van will be formally invited, along with a donation from his profits!!

· The spraying and wildflower planting went very well. All the activites available on the day went down very well with the public.

· Thank you letters have been sent to all concerned.

2. Committee meetings
There has been contact from councillors asking if they could attend our meetings. At the moment as we are still setting up and seeking funding it was agreed that as such the committee meetings are not yet open to the public, but minutes can be read on the website and we are more than happy to have people attending any other event. This will be reviewed when funding has been sorted to allow larger rooms.
3. Treasurer’s Report

We currently have a bank balance of £131.37.

The Donations for the environmental day were as follows:

· Lowton Meats: 50 burgers

· R&A convenience: 50 rolls and a bottle of ketchup

· Asda Leigh: 80 sausages, 100 bread rolls, 50 burgers

· Asda Golborne: 30 apples, 40 bananas, 100 bread rolls, 72 cartons of drink
· Costco: 40 Juice drinks, 240 napkins, apples and bananas

· Sainsbury’s Leigh: 48 burgers, 60 sausages, juice and rolls

· Co-op Lowton: 8 bags of sweets

· Tesco Warrington: £10 voucher

· Darren and Beth: 500 bin bags

· ATC: BBQ

Huge thanks to all who contributed items to help the day run smoothly!

A funding application has been submitted via the council, but they need more details from us including constitution and a breakdown of written quotations. This will be done as soon as possible.

4. Playground

The playground visits with the township sub group will take place on Saturday 20th May. Merry, a local youth worker has put us in touch with the fundraisers of the Ashton playground for advice on funding.

Sarah has confirmed two play days for 21st July, 2.00pm – 3.30pm and 18th August 10.30am – 12.00pm. She is also going to try and book her for the bulb planting day on October 22nd. Leigh fire engines will also be invited. We need to sort out public liability insurance for any activities not covered by play days.

Local schools will be notified of the play day dates and time before the end of term.
4. Website
The website saw a significant increase in hits following the environmental day:
01/01/06/ - 23/04/06 = 260 hits

23/04/06 – 09/05/06 = 208 hits

All newspaper cuttings relevant to the group, as well as a write up about the environmental day with photos will go on the website.

We are looking into running a poster competition with local schools to support the dog fouling campaign, with entries being posted/emailed by the primary schools in the area.

5. Township Meeting
Nicci is away on the 30th May, and Sarah will attend the meeting in her place.
6.  Asda Golborne
Asda has £500 which needs to be spent on local environmental groups in May/June. We are looking at putting in a bid to get some money to clean up the park area behind Winchat Close.
7. Next meetings
The next committee meetings will be held on Tuesday 13th June and Wednesday 5th of July in order to confirm activities for the play days.
Action Plan:

Nicci:

Continue to seek funding


Speak to Nick about Dog fouling poster competition

Anita:

Scan newspaper cuttings
John:

Add photos/clips to website plus thank you to R&A and Lowton Meats


Read peoples millions application

Sarah:

Liaise with Diane for play days


Attend township meeting

Jacky:

Check funding websites



Order stickers.

